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HAWAI I CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION
830 PUNCHBOWL STREET, ROOM 411 HONOLULU, HI 96813 ·PHONE: 586-8636 FAX: 586-8655 TDD: 568-8692

  March 27, 2015
  Rm. 329, 9:15 a.m.

To: The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair
 and Members of the House Committee on Health

From:    Linda Hamilton Krieger, Chair

Re: H.C.R. No. 157 / H.R. No. 95

discrimination in employment, housing, public accommodations, and access to state and state funded services.  The

their civil rights.  Art. I, Sec. 5.

H.C.R. No. 157 and H.R. No. 95 request the United States Congress to examine the federal Fair Housing Act

requirement that housing providers make reasonable accommodations necessary to afford a person with a disability

equal opportunity to use and enjoy their housing, as it applies to requests for the use of an assistance animal, and to

take any actions necessary to prevent abuses thereof.

The HCRC offers the following comments on H.C.R. No. 157 and H.R. No. 95:

The Department of Housing and Urban Affairs (HUD) Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO)

enforces the federal Fair Housing Act (FHA).  The HCRC enforces Hawai s fair housing law, HRS chapter 489.

Both the federal and state fair housing law require housing providers to make reasonable accommodations in

rules, policies, practices, or services, when the accommodations may be necessary to afford a person with a disability

equal use and enjoyment of their housing or dwelling.  Under both federal and state law, modification of a no-animal

policy may be a reasonable accommodation for a person with a disability for whom the use of an assistance animal is

necessary to afford equal use and enjoyment of their housing or dwelling.
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Our state fair housing law is substantially equivalent to the federal FHA.  Consistent with federal fair housing

law, both our statute, HRS § 515-3(9), and rules, HAR § 12-46-306(a)(1), provide strong protection for rights of

persons with disabilities to request reasonable accommodations, including the use of an assistance animal when

necessary to afford equal use and enjoyment of their housing or dwelling.  A housing provider can request verification

that the person has a disability, if it is not apparent, and that the assistance animal is needed to alleviate one or more

symptoms of the person s disability, but is not allowed to request medical records or access to health care providers,

and may not inquire as to the diagnosis, nature, or severity of the person s disability.

The HCRC urges that the legislature consider the value of the strong protections that federal and state fair

housing law provide for persons with disabilities with respect reasonable accommodation requirements.
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